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The Offi cial Publication of the Montour Trail Council

Pennsylvania weather cer-
tainly knows how to get 
your attention! Thunder 

and rain at 5 a.m. Sunday, April 23 
and you think, “Last year snow and 
this year a washout?” Not so! An 
absolutely gorgeous day in Cecil 
Park greeted our 301 runners at the 
10 a.m. start time and the 162 regis-
tered 2-Mile walkers for their event 
that followed. With spectators and 
volunteers, we once again exceeded 
500 people to support this excellent 
trail fundraiser. We were pleased to 
welcome and recognize Congressman 
Tim Murphy for his federal trail grant 
in 2005 and as a participant in this year’s run. He was greeted here by Burgh’s owners Dan, Frank and 
Tom Daily. A “Power Group!”
 The winner in the men’s division, David Gramlich of  Beaver Falls, bested the old event record by 
more than 1 minute at 31:04, followed by Josh Simpson at 31:34 and Ryan Bender at 31:38. The previ-
ous record was 32:15 in 2002. 
 For the women, Katie Aerni won at 38:06, Zosia Bornik took second place at 40:44 and Paula Ben-
nett was third at 42:00. Both men and women received the same prize money of  $300, $200 and $100 
respectively. 

Congressman Tim Murphy with Burgh’s Pizza owners Dan, 
Frank and Tom Daily at the 6th Annual Burgh’s 10K Race..

Picture Perfect Running of Burgh’s 10K

Meet our early Endowment Fund donors. Each has a somewhat different personal reason for 
giving to our perpetual Fund, but all have a clear view 
of  its lasting benefi ts.

 Jack Peth is a retired industrial construction estimator with 
a genuine fl air for bridge abutments. With specs in hand, he 
headed a crew in 2000 to seat and erect the Trail bridge across 
busy PA 980 near Quicksilver Golf  Course north of  McDonald.
  With his assertive voice giving clear instructions to all his 
work mates, the 150-foot-long project went through without 
a hitch. Upon refl ection, as we get closer to having the trail 
completed, Jack sees the continuing need for its maintenance. 
“Man-hours, materials and equipment will be needed forever,” 
Jack acknowledges. “Grant dollars and the like are hard to come 
by for that purpose. We either maintain and improve or fall 
back.” Jack was the fi rst volunteer to step forward in donating to 
our Fund and we appreciate his help!
 Dennis Pfeiffer completes a three-year stint as MTC Presi-
dent in December 2006. (He also served one year as president in 
2000.)  From his earliest days as a member of  the MTC, Dennis 

Continued on page 2 Jack Peth
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The Montour Trail Council is an all volunteer organization founded in 1989 to convert the abandoned Montour Railroad right of way and the abandoned Peters Creek 
Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad into a fi fty-fi ve mile recreational trail for non-motorized activity regardless of physical ability or fi nancial wherewithal.
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THE MONTOUR TRAIL-LETTER 
is published bi-monthly January through December. All 

correspondence should be addressed to:
MONTOUR TRAIL-LETTER

304 Hickman Street
Bridgeville, PA 15017

Or E-mail to:  
newsletter@montourtrail.org

All other trail correspondence should be addressed:
MONTOUR TRAIL COUNCIL

P.O. BOX 11866
PITTSBURGH PA. 15228-0866

MONTOUR TRAIL COUNCIL
 PHONE NUMBERS:

For information:  412-831-2030
For administration
and business:          412-257-3011
Fax:                    412-257-3016

MONTOUR TRAIL COUNCIL
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dennis Pfeiffer,   President
Mark Imgrund,   Vice President
Judy Thompson,   Treasurer
Phyllis McChesney,  Secretary

has been involved in almost every phase of  trail projects. His soft 
voice and ability to bring diverse interests together have been keys 
to the successful grants received and miles of  Trail built during his 
tenure.
 Dennis got hooked on trail 
building in 1989 at a Moon 
Township supervisors meeting. 
“Create a 55-mile hike/bike Trail 
from the residue of  the deceased 
Montour Railroad? Fantastic!” he 
thought, and he’s been at it ever 
since. He, too, sees the Endow-
ment Fund as a “great way to 
help preserve this western Penn-
sylvania treasure into the future.” 
Well said, Dennis!
  John Hooton and wife 
Berenice learned of  the Montour 
Trail in 1989 on a B&B week-
end, but the seed took a while 
to germinate. Stan and Gerry 
Sattinger, also guests at the same 
place, spoke of  the idea with en-
thusiasm. “55 miles and 40 bridges? 
Fantasy on the ground, if  not pie-in-the-sky,” thought John. However, 
doing grunt work paving the Cecil section in 1992 convinced him that 
it could be done, and he has served the MTC since then in fund-
raising and public promotions. “Creating an asset out of  a liability 
intrigues us both,” say Berenice and John. They get great satisfaction 
from creating and developing their trailside garden at Hendersonville 
as well.
  We invite each of  you to review your fi nances and your charitable 
priorities. We’d like to see this fund grow and grow. Call John Hooton 
at 724- 942-0115, to inquire further.

Dennis Pfeiffer

John and Berenice Hooton
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MTC Board Meeting, 
 every third Monday of the month - 6:00 p.m. at 304 

Hickman St., Suite 3, Bridgeville, PA.  Turn right off of 
the Bridgeville exit of I-79. Turn left at the next light, go 
straight at next light and make left turn onto Hickman St. 
just after the Post Offi ce.  Call Peter at 412-854-1835 for 
more information or to get on the agenda.

Cecil Events:
Friends of the Trail meeting, every fourth Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m.  From May-August, meetings are held at 
the Kurnick Access area along the trail off Cecil-Henderson 
Road; other months meet at the MTC Offi ces, Call 412-257-
2553 for more information. Work & Clean-up party, every 
third Saturday of the month - 9:00 a.m. (Subject to change; 
check information boards.)  Meet at the Kurnick Access 
Area Garage. Call 412-257-2553 for more info.  

Airport Area Events
Friends of the Trail meeting, the Wednesday before the 
second Saturday of the month at 7:00 p.m., at the Forest 
Grove Fire Department. Anyone from the communities of 
Moon and Robinson are encouraged to attend.  Call 412-
859-3020 for more information.
Work & Clean-up party, every second Saturday  of the 
month - 9:00 a.m.  Call 412-262-3748 for more information 
and location. 

Bethel Park Events:
Friends of the Trail meeting, every fi rst Tuesday of the 

month at 7:30 p.m. in the Bethel Park Municipal  Building 
Council Chambers. Anyone interested in the Bethel Park 
Trail segment is encouraged to come. For Clifton Road 
Bridge Committee meetings, contact Peter Kohnke at 412-
854-1835 for more information.
Work & Clean-up party, every second and fourth Saturday 
of the month - 8:30 a.m. Call Bob O’Connell at 412-833-
6259 for location and information.

South Hills Friends of the Trail
 Meeting fi rst Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Jefferson Hills Borough Building.  Work and cleanup 
parties the fi rst Saturday of the month.  All volunteers are 
welcome.  For more information, call David Oyler at 412-
831-9288, davidoyler@verizon.net, or Paul McKeown at 
412-835-6692, mckeownp@adelphia.net

Fort Cherry Friends:
Friends of the Trail Meeting, second Wednesday of the 
month at McDonald Borough Bldg., Council chambers at 
7:00 p.m. Work & Clean-up parties, scheduled as needed.  
For more information, contact Ray Johnston at 724-356-
2621.

Peters Township Friends:
Friends of the Trail Meeting, fi rst non-holiday Monday 
of the month at Peters Township Parks and Recreation 
Center at 7:00 p.m. For more information on Work & 
Clean-up parties, please contact Mark Imgrund at 724-
941-6351 or  by e-mail at mcimgrund@adelphia.net.

Friends’ Meetings and Work PartiesFriends’ Meetings and Work Parties

 Congratulations to all winners and participants. In addition, 
thanks to Mark Courtney of  Runner’s High timing service for provid-
ing current and historical race data and PM DJ Pete Massella for his 
fun mix of  music for all attendees. There are really too many sponsors 
to mention, but suffi ce it to say they give Burgh’s event a superior 
quality unmatched anywhere else in the area.
  If  you attended the event, drop into Burgh’s in Bridgeville to see 
if  your picture is on the wall. You’ll fi nd a table waiting. Also, if  you 
are learning about this or other Montour Trail events for the fi rst time 
by reading this article, there will be many more coming up this year. 
Check our website at www.montourtrail.org.

Katie Aerni (right) took top 
honors in the women’s divi-
sion with a time of 38:06.

David Gramlich (left) of 
Beaver Falls came in fi rst 
in the men’s division with 
a record-breaking time 
of 31:04, besting the old 
record by more than a 
minute.

Runners and walkers in the Sixth Annual Burgh’s Pizza Run, 
shown here crossing the new Muse-Bishop Road bridge in 
Cecil Township, enjoyed a near picture-perfect day.

EVERYONE’S A WINNER ON BURGH’S RUN AND WALK
(Continued from Page 1)
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And the Prez sez...

Hello to the members and friends of  the Montour Trail.

     This is the second issue from the Montour Trail Council’s new newsletter editorial team. Thanks are in order for new managing 
editor Dennis Sims and the team, and also to vice president Mark Imgrund for playing a key role in organizing the editorial team. 
We hope you enjoy this and future issues from this talented group of  volunteers. 
     Saturday, April 29 was a very clear, warm, and sunny day. Perfect weather for a walk, run, or bicycle ride on our beloved Mon-
tour Trail. This beautiful weather, however, did not deter a dedicated group of  new board members and presenters from spend-
ing much of  the day in a training session at our Bridgeville offi ce.  Board member Stan Sattinger led this effort to provide good 
historical and background information for our four new board members.   
     Ned Williams, chairman of  the Engineering and Construction Committee, delivered an interesting and very detailed presen-
tation on Montour Trail construction phases. Forty-three (43) miles of  trail are now complete on the main line and the Bethel 
Branch. I was amazed that it took thirty (30) construction phases to produce this completed mileage.  This is surely a testimony to 
the success and perseverance of  the Montour Trail Council.     
     Thanks to Stan Sattinger on leading the efforts for this meeting and to our four new board members (Charlie Beaumariage, Gil 
McGurl, Karen Robbins, Phyllis McChesney) for taking time from their busy schedules to participate.

Happy Trails

Dennis Pfeiffer, President                   

On Friday June 9, 75 volunteers from the accounting fi rm of  Deloitte and 
Touche came to work on the Montour Trail, assisted by seven Montour Trail 
members. They met at Old Beaver Grade Road at 9:30 a.m. had breakfast 
courtesy of  the company and went to work on the trail, repairing some of  the 
last damage caused by Hurricane Ivan.  
 Work included placing new mile markers, repaired and installed split rail 
fence, planting trees and bushes at Mile 0, improving trail heads at Hassam 
Road and Old Beaver Grade, cut grass, and repaired the mural at Beaver 
Grade.
 According to MTC President Dennis Pfeiffer, “Mark Imgrund did a great 
job with crew #1 installing the new mile markers and Stan Sattinger did a 
beautiful job with crew #3 in planting seven trees and twelve bushes near Mile 
0.
 “Charlie Beaumariage did a great job with crew #4 under most diffi cult 
conditions at Hassam Road.  Charlie’s crew installed approach fencing at
the Hassam Road bridge, repaired safety ties adjacent to the bridge railing

and repainted three “offset” trail gates.
 “John Shaver, of  the Airport Area Friends, did a great job with crew # 5 
at Old Beaver Grade Road.  This large crew re-established the parklet area by 
installing two picnic tables, a bench, new spilt rail, two large planting areas, 
twelve bushes and other numerous plants.  In addition, the mural on
the abutment under Montour Run Road was restored. 
 “Tim Killmeyer had (as he put it) the great crew #8.  This crew did a great 
job installing numerous sections of  split rail fencing upstream from
Old Beaver Grade Road.  The fencing was installed adjacent to the trail in
this hardest hit Hurricane Ivan fl ooded section.
     “Finally special thanks are in order to:  Phyllis McChesney who
coordinated our overall efforts with Deloitte & Touche, Frank Keppel who
provided special planning input, Thursday setup help and Friday afternoon
tear down help and Pete Merther who provided Thursday setup help and 
Friday afternoon tear down help.”

75 Deloitte and Touche Volunteers Help Spruce Up Trail

Deloitte and Touche trail volunteer crew # 5 builds a planting area at Old 
Beaver Grade trail head.

John Shaver from Airport Area Friends inspects the new Old Beaver Grade 
trail head shrubs with Deloitte and Touche volunteers.



MONTOUR TRAIL COUNCIL
2005 ANNUAL REPORTTHE

MONTOUR
TRAIL

1.  Build, maintain, and re-
build the Montour Trail
In 2005 we:
• Constructed 1.7 miles of trail 
connecting the Arrowhead Trail in 
Peters to Lindenbrooke Apartments 
near Route 88 in Library
• Built a new  190 foot-long bridge 
to carry the Trail over Muse-Bishop 
Road in Cecil, replacing the 1913 rail-
road bridge that was deemed unsafe 
for vehicle traffi c beneath
• Rebuilt the former railroad bridge 
over Robinson Run, on the connector 
beneath the McDonald Trestle, near 
where the Montour and Panhandle 
Trails intersect.
• Repaired and reopened the fi rst 
10 miles of  trail along Montour Run 
that were devastated by Hurricane 
Ivan in September 2004—an incred-

Five steps to making southwestern
Pennsylvania healthier and more attractive:

ible achievement in just 12 months
• Built our own garage in Cecil to house our six maintenance 
vehicles and other equipment

2. Celebrate the Trail and thank its helpers
• Celebrations in 2005 recognized the reopening of  10 miles 
of  hurricane-ravaged trail, the opening of  the new Muse-Bishop 
bridge, and the opening of  new mileage in Peters.
• Moon, Robinson, North Fayette, and Findlay Townships re-
ceived special recognition for their signifi cant contributions to fl ood 
repair.
• PENNDOT, the Pennsylvania Department of  Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR), the Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Commission, and the Allegheny Regional Asset District provided 
federal, state, and county support.
• The Washington County Tourist Promotion Agency provided 
a second grant to aid completion of  the Montour-Panhandle con-
nection
• U.S. Senator Rick Santorum and Congressman Tim Murphy 
spearheaded energetic advocacy for the Montour Trail, leading to 
federal appropriations of  $2 million toward  remaining construction 
projects!

On October 15, the Council opened the new Muse-Biship Road bridge, which soars above 
the reconstructed roadway in Cecil Township.

On June 25, Washington County Commisioner Bracken 
Burns and U.S. Congressman Tim Murphy helped the 
Council offi cially open its new, attractively shaded 
mileage in Peters Township.

P
hotos by N

ed W
illiam

s

3.    Use the Trail
• As the completed mileage grows, so does the Montour Trail’s 
popularity among bikers, walkers, and strollers. Big crowds are espe-
cially noticeable on sunny weekends along the Trail’s most suburban 
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segments—in Moon, Robinson, Findlay, Bethel Park, and Peters.
• Residents of  Lindenbrooke Apartments, where nearly 1,000 
people live, have been particularly excited to have one of  the pret-
tiest, most wooded sections of  the Montour Trail literally by their 
driveway.
• Connections to the Trail from nearby landowners continue to 
increase. Developers of  new residential communities in Peters and 
North Fayette have included, as a project amenity, paved pathways 
permitting homebuyers to access the Trail directly. A direct con-
nection from the RIDC West business park to the Trail is nearing 
completion.

4. Promote the Trail with special events
• Our two biggest annual events, the IKEA half-marathon, 5-
kilometer run and walk in September and the Burgh’s Run in April, 
were smashing successes again, drawing 1,500 participants and rais-
ing over $40,000 for the Trail. 
• The “Tour the Montour” ride in September attracted 154 rid-
ers and netted over $7,000 for the Trail.
• Outback Steakhouse in Robinson introduced an innovative 
fundraiser that combined a scavenger hunt (or a “walkabout” in 
Australian parlance), Trail hike, and dinner. Outback donated the 
food and prizes, so all proceeds from the 133 tickets sold went 
straight to the Trail.
• The third annual Twilight Trail Walk, held in July on the Ar-
rowhead Trail in cooperation with Peters Township, drew over 400 
people for an evening of  jazz music, refreshments, and an illumi-
nated trail stroll.
• Many other events conducted by individual Trail Friends 
groups highlighted the Trail’s value to each community through 
which it passes.

5. Keep funding the Trail
None of  steps 1-4 could happen without fi nancial and volunteer 

help from our growing number of  supporters.  In 2005:
• Trail membership surpassed 1,000
• Individual donations to the Trail exceeded $73,000
• Over 6,430 hours of  volunteer service were reported, with an 
estimated value of  $112,850
• In-kind donations totaled over $25,000, much of  it from Al-
legheny County and municipalities along the Trail
• The Montour Trail Endowment Fund, initiated to assist with 
perpetual maintenance of  the Trail, attained a fund balance of  
$56,000
• Popular support of  the Trail helped us obtain thousands of  
dollars in event sponsorships plus major grants, including federal 
appropriations of  $2 million, to support remaining Trail construc-
tion projects

Thanks to all who make the Montour Trail possible! If  you or 
someone you know has been inadvertently omitted from the follow-
ing list of  2005 contributors, please contact us.

On September 16, the Council celebrated the reopening 
of miles 0 to 10 that were almost completely destroyed 
by Hurricane Ivan in 2004.

2005 CONTRIBUTORS

2.
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Roberta Franklin
James P. Frantti
Natalie Freund
Ted & Lisa Frick
Judith A. Fritz
Marjorie & Dan Fritz
Robert Frost
Marvin & Nancy Fry
Dave Fueg
William G. Fueg
Michael Gaber
Jan & Tom Galownia
Frank Gardner
Patrick & Beverly Garvey
Sharon M. Gawaldo
William C. Gehr
Brian Gehringer
Kevin Geiselman
Anne Marie Geraud
Marcia Gerwig
Gary & Pat Giffi n
Michelle Gilboy
John Giovengo
Andrew Glaid
Robert G. Glass
David E. Glenn
Steve Glovier
Lois Gnagey
Golden Triangle Bikes
Dr. James Goldsmith
Jean E. Gonzalez
Dean Goodbread
Leo T. Goode, DMD
Harold & Cheryl Goodman
Lou Gorga
Maureen & Eoin Gormley & Sons
Patricia A. Gotch
Paul F. Grabowski
Tom Grayson
David C. Green
Jim Greenberg
Kenneth Gregory
Dave Grimm
David E. Grus
E. H. Gundrum
Ralph R. Gurley
Richard C. Haggerty
John R. Haines
Nancy & Edward Hale
Anne & Harold Hall
Hoyt Hall
John R. Hallman
Michael J. & Jodi L. Hanczar
Mary Lou Harper
Tracy L. Harper
Nancy Harris
Paul E. Harris
Gordon M. Hartman
John & Sandra Harvey
David W. Healey
Toni Lee Hebda
Carl & Audrey Henn
George & Sophia Heunisch
Susan Hockenberry
Tom Hodge & Donna Reda
Mr & Mrs David P. Hoerster
Chuck Hoffman
Ivan Hofmann
James & Audrey Hohman
Maryann Holbein-Jenny
Frank & Judy Holby
Tom Hollander
Jeffrey C. Honnold
Beth, Bill, & Danny Hovanec
Edward H. Howard, Jr
Dave Hrinak
Teri Hudson
Jan & Steve Hudspeth
Lee & Susan Hughes
Harold W. Hunsiker
Linus Ireland

Bill & Anne Barnes
Bruce & Nancy Barron
Robert Barron
Gerri Bartelme
James Bartos
Edward N. and Joyce Bashioum
Gerald & Ann Bates
Elmer & Darlene Beachley
Douglas S. Beck
Ed Beck
E. Peter & Lizzi Benzing
Hal & Cindy Bernstein
Joan Berty
Mahendra Bhalakia
Diane Blackburn
Erma Blair
Bernard Blanco
Richard Blaskiewicz
George Blishak
David Blistan
Diana Blocher
Susan, Scott, & Nathan Bly
Charles Boburka
Anthony L. Boerio
The Bogdan Family
Nickolas Bohonak
Bruce Boles
Mr. & Mrs. James Boocks
Mrs. Charmaine Borza
Robert Bowman
Frank R. Braden, Jr.
John M. Brandon
Gerry & Suzy Brandt
Debbie Bredel
Robert Breen
Merle Brickner, Sr
Mary Anne & Leonard Briselli
Charles J. Brown
Peter J. Brown
Ted & Rose Buckwalter
Burditt’s Precision Home Inspection
Harold Burens
Bill Campbell
Cheryl Campbell
Elizabeth Campbell
William Capp
Leone Carroll
Richard J. & Jeanne S. Carter
Lawrence Castner
Warren M. Cella
Joseph A. Cevarr
Jeffrey & Carol Chase
Robert Cheswick
Glenn Child
Karen & Atr Chillcott
Harry G. Clark
Kelly Clawson
Mr & Mrs David W. Coate
Kevin M. Collins
June Elizabeth Connolly
Astrid Cook
Jerry Cowser
Helen F. Cox
Marian Crossman
Carl Crouthamel
Dan Cusick Family
Imogene Dalbo
Jerome J. Dantry
W. Milton Danver
Douglas & Edith Davidson
Gilbert DeBenedetti
Dale & Elaine Sue DeBlander
G. Paul DeBor
Daniel & Ann Debusschere
Donald T. Deeley
Janice E. DeJulio
Anthony Delitto
Cheryl Delong
Jon Depoe
Joyce Diamondstone
Christopher Dill
Bill Dimitroff
Terry Divelbliss
Jim & Kris Domino
Dressel Family
Dristas family
Catherine Drotar
Robert E. Dudash
David & Sandra Dudich
Paul Durbin
Charles J. Eberle
William E. Eberle
Merrill Egorin
Kathryn L. Emery
Mr. & Mrs. Paul C. Emery
Jim Enright
Doug Ettinger
Donald Ewing
Jim & Phyllis Fabian
Lyn A. Fahey

Bonnie & Stanley Olenn
Clayton M. Olson
James L. Orleman
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Pangeris
Michael Pellegrini
Penn Glenn Oil Works
David Pitts
Tony Poli & Rosalie Barsotti
Tamara Polidor
Rich Power
PPG Industries Foundation
Jim & Debbie Pratt
Thomas Primke
Mary Quasey
Frank & Karen Quinn
John Raczkiewicz
Paul Rankin
Mary J. Richards
Edward Ritter
Ruth E. Rittler
Michael & Pattie Romzy
Ronald R. Rubenfi eld
Joseph P. Rudolph
Byron & Dede Ruth
Mrs. Ruth Sattinger
Stan & Gerry Sattinger
Robert & Deanna Schmitt
Alan & Bunny Schorr
Steve & MaryBeth Schotting
Arnold Schulberg
Tim Schumann
Laura & Randy Seemiller
Roseanne K. Silva
Dennis Sims
Raymond C. Sisak
H. Snyder Steel Corp
Ted Sohier
Michael Spellman
John Sprouse
John C. Stankus
Terence Stay
Cynthia & Keith Stewart
Peter Swartwout family
Ed Sweet
Vince Szeligo
Gerald Taylor
Dr. William G. Teitelbaum
Alice & Tim Thomassy
Borough of Thornburg
Norman Tournay
Treehaven Garden Club
John & Judith Turek
Chris Turner & Charles Berthoud
Regis & Paola Turocy
Bob & Diane Unetich
Claudia & Jim Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Walsh
John Wasco
Joyce Waslosky
H. Douglas Wayt
Larry A. Wesche
Rosemarie Wilczynski
Eric Williams
Jana Williams
James & Marianne Williamson
Jo Wilson
Sharon K. Wirtz, VMD
Stuart Young
Angela Youngblood
Edward M. Zupancic

Under $50
Jerry & Stefni Agin
Marcia Agnelly
Diane Aiken
Anna & Dan Alexander
Esther M. Alisesky
Catherine A. Allebrand
Bob & Susan Allen
Craig & Ann Anderson
Lucille & Gilbert Anderson
Gilbert Andes
Charles M. Angelo
Anonymous (3)
Richard & Ann Arena
Carl & Sheila Arendt
Gina Armenini
Thomas W. Armstrong
Ken & Sue Arthur
Thomas Aubrecht
Mary Ann & John Aug
Rev. John Ayoob
Rita W. Babash
Ronald Backer
Andrew Baechle
Laurel Banas
Tim Banfi eld
Eugene Banks
Len Barcousky
Beverly Barna
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Warren Martel
Ted Marz & Lynne Williams
Pat & Walt Mavracic
Dave Maxwell
Mark Maxwell
Irene & Keith McAllister
Patricia McCaffrey
Susan McCoy
John & Margaret McDowell
Owen D. McElligott
Martha McEvoy
Gilbert McGurl
Beverly McKee
Thomas McKinnis
Sue & Andy McLaren
Joyce & Bill Mehalic
Michael & Donna Meidenbauer
Roberta Meixell
Nathan Mentzer
Paul H. Mentzer
Bill and Pam Metzger
Paul Miele & family
Don Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Miller
Mary Miller & Family - Alyssa & Judy
Eric Miller & Lin Wang
Rosemary Mitsch
Jim Moody & Marian Atkins
Gary Moore
Sue Moore
Beeje Moorhead
Mike Morgan
George & Katherine Morin
Rick Morton
Sibyl Mose
May Moticko
LaRue Muellerschoen
Charles Muggar
Jeff & Joyce Mulkern
Nancy Mullen
Sue A. Neff
John Neuhaus
Mike Neville
Sharon Newman
Betsy Norton, Neil Berch & Family
Lawrence V. O’Keefe
Bruce & Christie O’Neill
John O’Reilly
Larry O’Toole
Doyle & Nancy Ohler
Ohmstead family
Bert Olah
Carolyn Palmer
Eugene R. Palowitch
Basil Panasiuk
Terry J. Parrinello
Vince Patterson
Raymond & Michele Paulos
Barbara A. Peer
John L. Penascino, Jr.
Frank Pendel
Pam & Randy Penn
Debbie & Phil Pepe
Robert F. Perenic
Stewart Perry
Aaron Peterson
Earl Peterson
Bill & Barbara Petrone
Patricia Petrusik
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Pfeiffer
Paul Platek
Dane Plunkett
Roger & Joyce Pogozelski
David, Rita, Adam, Joshua Pollock
Edward & Anita Potocar
Joe Povilatis
Albrecht Powell
Walter Prescott
Tom & Linda Prezel
James N. Priola
The Robert Pugliano family
Richard F. Purtell
Abbi Rabeneck
Rocky Raco
Dave & Debby Radovich
Anthony Ranalli
Bru Randall & Barbara Schomer
Michael Rathi
Marcy Ratkovich
Valerie Reed
Dave & Mary Ann Rees
Robert & Gladys Reith
Allen Remaly
Mike Repka
James Rettinger
Frank J. Richards
John P. Richards
Richard & Irene Richards
Thomas J. Riley
David Robb
Karen & Jim Robbins

Earl F. Irvine
Margaretha M. Ivkovic
Janet & Gordon Jackson
Edward & Barbara Jaros
Frank Jeffers
Maureen A. Jenkins
Marilyn A. Jenkins & Dennis DiPerna
Brian K. Jensen
Julia Johnson
Barry Johnston
Leroy Johnston
Doris D. Jones
Father Rich Jones
Pat Joyce
Allan T. Junker
Diane Jurasko
Donald E. Kaminski
Charles M. Karnack
Steve & Helen Karpinski
Dr. Theodore M. Katz
John M. Kauer
Steve Kaufman
Thomas F. Kaveney
Steven & Fran Kayatin
Dwight M. Keating
Charls W. Kebart
C. Thomas Keil, Jr.
Florence & Robert Kenny
Frank Keppel
Margaret Kester
Mr. & Mrs. T. J. Killmeyer
Kyle & Laura Kimble
Clive & Judy Kimblin
John C. Kirby
Fred Kissell
James J. Knapik
William Knapp
Dr. Peter R. Kohnke
Frank & Kitty Kon
Stan Kosarek
Joe & Norma Kotarba
State Rep. Nick Kotik & Shirley Kotik
Mark R. Kozlowski
Cathy & Charlie Krajewski
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Krall, Jr.
Matthew B. Kramer
Frank and Melissa Kratz, Jr.
Eric Kratzenberg
Ralph P. Krichbaum
Dennis Kriek
Kevin P. Krykull
Susan Lynn Kubiak
Connie & Herman Kumer
Diane & Ed Kuna
Edward J. Kunco
Mary Ellen & Tony Kura
Judy A. Kuzior
Jason Kuzy
Henry & Karon Lach
Angie Lake
Jeff Lake
Edward R. Lamb, Jr
Ron Lane
William P. Lange
James & Barbara Lantzy
Bob & Marina Lauver
Robert C. Lawrence
Mary Ann Lawry
Robert & Connie LeBoeuf
Donald J. Lee
Grover C. Lee, Jr
William B. Leonard
Mr. & Mrs. Lance Letterio
David A. Lewis
Ken Lewis
Anthony & Bonnie Liberatore
Lanny & Jan Liggett
Richard & Rebecca Lindner
Ed Lingo
John E. Little
Eileen B. Livingston
Don Lockwood
Joe & Sara Lodge
Carol Lowden
John Lubinski
John & Susan Lucarini
Frank Ludwick
Lois A. Ludwig
Ron & Sue Lyscik
Debbie Macejka
Rob & Nan MacLachlan
Eugene B. Maddex
Debra L. Madonna
Tom Mainwaring
Patricia A. Malloy
Thomas Malone
Diane Mancini & Chris Snowbeck
Laura Ann Manko
Michael Marshall
Jeff Marsico

Jeffrey E. Robinson
Mary Robinson
Sam Rockwell
Diane Rodriguez
George Roeschenthaler
Joe Rogers
Mary Rosick
Nancy W. Ross
Richard M. Rudowski
Thomas C. Ruppel
F. Phil Ruscillo
Patricia A. Russ
Ann Ruth
Wes & Susan Ryals
John F. Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Sadd
Paul & Nancy Samko
Carl Samples & Kathy Kruger-Samples
Ray Sanchas
Matthew A. Sanfi lippo
Ronald Saputski
Gary Saval
Dani & Dennis Scears
Debra Schill
Charles Schilling
Richard Schmitz
Rev. William J. Scholz
Cecelia Schott
Ed and Alberta Schotting
John Schwartz
Calvin & Eleanor Schwenk
Kevin L. Scrivo & Family
Gary & Mary Sedlacek
Robert Seifried
Ila Jeanne Sensenich
Joseph M. Shaffer
Aruna & Mahendra Shah
Robert & Diane Shepherd
Jerry & Billie Sherman
Robin  & Larry Shoup
Jerry Shumate
Steven P. Sibenik
Jeffrey & Christine Sicilia
Darryl and Carolyn Sigel
Jim Silverman
Mike Silvestri
Cynthia N. Simcox & Sharon Everhart
Paul Sinderson
Stan Siranovich
John M. Sirkoch
Paul & Mary Beth Sklar
Charles Slates Family
Gina Slattery
Theodore & Janet Slimick
Carol Smerdell
Alfred Smith
Bob Smith
Clifford Smith
Don A. Smith
William Snyder
Marji Soave
Durga Somani
Marvin Sowers
Mike and Lynn Spataro
Robert & Marilyn Spiotta
Anthony Spisak
Margie, Ed, Emily, Leah Squiller
Mary Ellen & John Staab
Anthony Stanton
Jim & Sharon Stauber
Drew & Lydia Stauffer
Peter Steele
Harold Steiman
Bob & Joan Stein
Cherie Stellfox
Robert I. & Betty J. Stewart
Mary Ann Stoessel
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stoneberg
Barbara Story
Steve Stroman
Stubenbort Family
Alan Stumpf
Bill Stype
Steven Suchan
Theresa P. Sukaly
Sulkava Family
Bill & Sharon Sulkosky
Joseph R. Sullivan
The Swauger family
Andrew Swetz
Ted & Andrea Swoger
Ed Taylor
Paul & Sandy Tempest
John H. Thayer
The Shoup Family
Robert Thompson family
Wesley H. Thorne
David B. Torrey
Lee Tosh
K. James Toth

Arthur D. Tracy
Raymond Trageser
Theodore B. Treadway
Mark Tyrrell
UM Men at Fawcett Church
Dennis & Elissa Uram
Donald Urban
John & Katie Uzzo
Mike Valoski
Andrew C. Van Gorder
Dr. & Mrs. A. Van Strien
Garry & Connie Vargo
Nancy Verbos
Melvin N. Vesely
Kathryn Vincent
Frank P. Vitale
Howard Voigt
Jim & Margie Vollmer
Mark J. & Lorraine M. Vorko
Mikel Vukmanic
Sara J. Walfoort
G. Deborah Walko
Mr & Mrs Tom Walsh & Family
John C. Warrick
Barry Watkinson
Michael T. Wherry
Janet Whipskey
James J. White
Lorrie Whiteside
Laura Wholey & Sal Staltari
Jill Wiggins
Gillian M. & David R. Williams
Jeff Williams
Leon & Bee Williams
Ned & Mary Williams
Tom Williams
Laura Willumsen
Dennis M. Wilson
Robert J. Winters
Jim Wise
Gwen Wisniewski
Maria Withum
Ronald P. Wittig
James S. Wojcik
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wolbert, Jr.
Charles D. Wolf
Richard Dale Wolfe
Duane Wolley
William Wood
Rosemarie Wooten
Jeff Worden & Family
Daniel & Nancy Worst
Charles T. Wright
J. A. Wunderlich, III
Anna M. Yanosik
John & Susie Zanardelli
Cathy Zeisler
Eric & Roxanne Zeisloft
Anita L. Ziemba
Dennis J. Ziolkowski
Katherine Zorn
Jessica Zozos

CFC Contributors: 
Junemarie J. Brandt 
Cheryl Campbell 
Vincent E. Caputo 
David Crane 
Rod Diehl 
Jack Downie 
David D. Duvall 
Bill Ehler George 
D. Gamret Richard 
W. Hammack 
Shelia W. Hedges 
Janet & Michael Hilterman 
Bob & Anita Kornosky 
Robert J. Meier 
Angela O’Donnell 
John L. Penascino, Jr.
Kurt Rothenberger
Steven R. Seaman
David T. Stoebe
Lora Stumpf
Timothy Taddeo
Robbin G. Tisdale
Gerald Tomaszewski
Michael C. Vudragovich
Mr. George R. Watzlaf
Hugh V. Weaver
Aaron B. Whitaker

Sponsors of the Burgh’s 
Race,Tour the Montour, 
IKEA race, Party on 
the Trail, and the Twilight 
Trail Walk 
A & H Equipment Company 

Allegheny Ad Service 
American AAA Properties 
Anthony’s Orig. Wholesale Produce 
Bethel Bakery 
Brian’s Hardwood Hogs 
Brueggers Bagels 
Bulldog Offi ce Products 
Burgh’s Pizza & Wing Pub 
Calabro Tire Service 
Cenk Ciropractic Center for Rehab 
Services 
Century Steel Erectors 
Chairman of the Boards 
Chamber Choice 
Cintas 
Coca-Cola North America 
Comcast 
Commelec Inc.
Computer Associates
DeBlasio & DeBlasio
DeBlasio Beverage
DeLallo’s Fort Couch Tavern
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Eagle Physical Therapy
Eat n Park
Eatons
Elite Runners and Walkers
First Commonwealth Bank
Fisher Scientifi c
Fox Learning Systems
Frank B Fuhrer Wholesale
Garrows Draft Service
General Mills
Giant Eagle
Gleason Group
Great Harvest
Green Grocer
David Hartman
Healthtrax Fitness
Hefren-Tillotson, Inc.
H. J. Heinz
John & Berenice Hooton
HRH Affi nity Marketing
IKEA
Interstate Communications
Jabby Joe’s Restaurant
Keystone Rehabilitation
Keystone Windows
Kireacos Barber Shop
Lamar
Lanigan Massage Therapy
A. M. Lutheran Dist.
The Mall at Robinson
Mancini’s Bakery
Maronda Homes
Metso Minerals
Mr. John
A. J. Myers & Sons
North Park Clubhouse
Northwest Savings Bank
William & Gloria Orr
Orthodontics Assoc
Park West Supply
Parkhurst Dining Services
Penn Fixture & Supply
Penn Mac
Pennsylvania Macaroni Co.
Pepsi Bottling Co
PNC Bank
Paul Rankin
Renaissance Deli
Robinson Town Center
Joseph P. Rudolph
Rusmur Floors
Salvation Army
Shaffer’s Pizza & Bakery
Shaw Environmental & Infrastructure
Shop & Save
Signal Graphics
Smart Health
St. Clair Hospital
St. Petersburg Ice Creamery
Starbucks
Sudsy’s Beer
Swindell Dressler
Sysco Food Service
Tony Savatt Inc.
Transaction Solutions
Trek
TRM Cycles
Tweardy & Assoc
Waterdam Plaza Medical Offi ce Park
Waterdam Plaza/Hardy Enterprises
Weavertown Environmental Group
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy P. Weyrich
Wilson-McGinley, Inc
Xerox
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With a little help from our Friends...

The construction of  the Burgh Garage at the Kurnick Parking Area in 
Cecil Township consumed precious parking space. Now that Frank Ludwin 
has pretty much fi nished the inside, he and the Cecil Friends have landscaped 
the area and expanded the parking area. 

The water fountain has been moved closer to the Trail, and a new 
split-rail fence separates the Trail from the parking area. There are now two 
rows of  parking, one along the fence and the other along the creek, which will 
accommodate over 30 cars.

The Cecil Friends would like to see a picnic table and shelter placed at 
the far end of  the parking lot by the crabapple tree. This could be an ideal 
Eagle Scout project. 

With the completion of  the garage, the Cecil Friends and the Montour 
Trail Council have vacated the Hendersonville storage area and moved their 
equipment into the new garage. The MTC has also moved its belongings from 
the temporary storage facility that has been generously provided by Collier 
Township to the Burgh Garage as well.

Miles 0 to 12 of  The Montour Trail have certainly seen their share of  
unique challenges during the past 18 months. If  it wasn’t the two hur-
ricanes and the fl ooding and damage that resulted, it was the delay to 
complete the restoration of  the trail after a water line installation.

But sometimes you just have to believe that things will work out 
for the best and that someone will step forward. Well, that someone 
has been the hundreds of  volunteers who have given their money, 
time, and sweat to our beloved trail.

This past March the Airport Area Friends of  the Montour Trail 
were contacted by management personnel at the Mall at Robinson. 
Beth Edwards, general manager of  the mall, suggested that we meet 
and discuss an Earth Day on the Trail for various mall staff  personnel, 
the Pennsylvania Army National Guard Group at the mall, and the 
Greater Pennsylvania Council of  Union Carpenters Apprentice Train-
ing Center. After that meeting, plans for fi ve separate projects were 
identifi ed. The mall personnel took 
care of  the planning for refresh-
ments, lunches, and very cool “Earth 
Day on the Trail” t-shirts. The 
Airport Area Friends ordered over 
$4,500 worth of  lumber and supplies 
for the several different projects. 
Dave McGaffi n of  the Mall at Rob-
inson designed the two shelters to be 
built; a 14’ x 24” at Mile 0 and a 10’ x 
12” at Cliff  Mine Parking Lot. 

Thursday morning, April 20, 
at 8 a.m. sharp, 20 pickup trucks of  
different makes and colors pulled into the expanded parking area of  
Mile 0.  Eighteen young men, tool belts strapped on and tool boxes 
in hand, fi led in ready to build. Leading them was a Lead Carpenter 
Training Instructor – Ricky “O” Okraszewski. Also on board and 
providing logistical help, with his Bosch Tool truck packed with every 
conceivable tool known to mankind, was Kelly Jones.  The apprentices 

under Ricky “O’s” fi rm direction quickly unloaded two thirds of  a 
very full Montour Trail truck and broke into separate work groups.  By 
about 10:00 all six of  the main posts were cut, framed, and ready for 
the roof  trusses. By 2:30 p.m. most of  the roof  was in place awaiting 
the shingles.

Friday morning was quite hectic for the Airport Area Friends 
guiding the projects.  Tim Killmeyer, Pete Merther, Dennis Pfi effer, 
John Shaver and Jeff  Williams headed up the split-rail and new gate 
location crews.  Phyllis McChesney led the landscaping volunteers at 
the gazebo and Frank Keppel supported the Earth Day Project and 
watched over the two shelter building crews.  Oh yes, the second shel-
ter.  A group made up of  all Mall maintenance personnel took on the 
small shelter at Cliff  Mine Parking Lot.  All-in-all, about 48 volunteers 
were out in the Friday sunshine enjoying the day on the Trail.

The large shelter at Mile”0” was fi nished at 10:30 AM; the split 
rail installation was com-
pleted with 15 sections 
installed; the gate crews 
successfully removed two 
gates and reinstalled them 
in a more user friendly 
fashion at mile .5 and Mile 
1.

The Gazebo landscap-
ing using brick edging and 
mulching went smoothly 
and looks fantastic.  Finally, 
the small shelter build at 

Cliff  Mine Parking Lot.  The Mall Group started strong and worked 
through the sunshine of  the day and fi nished in the rain of  early 
evening.

For those who volunteered and were involved with the Earth Day 
Projects, I say “Thank-You”.  I’ll always remember it as the day when 
we stepped forward together and accomplished so much for those 
who cherish The Montour Trail.   Frank Keppel

EARTH DAY 2006 - A STEP FORWARD

Cecil Friends Remodel 
Kurnick Parking Area

Two current Eagle Scout projects are in the works to help out the Mon-
tour Trail.

The fi rst of  these projects is to rebuild the signs used at the IKEA trail 
events.  By reassembling the rigid ‘A’ frame design, which presents both a stor-
age and transportation problem, and attaching a chain to allow for fl at storage, 
the new signs will be effi cient to transport and assemble easily. This project 
has made several volunteers very happy!

Next is a series of  four bat boxes – yes BAT HOTELS…  These unob-
trusive shelters will provide comfortable shelter for literally hundreds of  our 
neighborhood bats.  Good habitat for the bats also benefi ts our trail users, as 
the bats help to combat the local insect population.

We look forward to the introduction of  these projects in late Spring/
Early summer.  Future newsletters will highlight these and other projects.  We 
will also introduce the individuals behind their development.

Eagle Scout trail projects include 
new Bat Boxes and Event Signs
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MONTOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY
TOUCHES UP RAILROAD BRIDGE

On Earth Day, 2006, fi ve men from the Montour Railroad Historical Society 
met at the McClaren’s Run Bridge (almost directly underneath the Parkway 
West and alongside Montour Run Road). 
 Our project was a restoration and a cleanup of  the bridge which was 
originally built by the American Bridge Company of  Ambridge in 1948. The 
paint crew, which consisted of  Pete Steele and Gene Schaeffer, restored the 
original “M O N T O U R R A I L R O A D” lettering on the bridge. The 
men masked out and repainted each letter while standing on ladders fi rmly 
planted in the creek bottom.
 Stan Sattinger, Ken Caine and Troy Bogdan cleared overgrown brush 
and tree branches from the bridge and the stream bank to prevent future 
fl ooding, as well as cleaning up trash, fl ood debris dating back to Hurricane 
Ivan, and noxious weeds from the bridge area. A snake, who we named 
“Speedy,” supervised the project while swimming in the creek below the 
bridge. 
 The average trail user may never notice the newly repainted letters on 
the side of  the bridge (though we encourage you, while passing through, to 
stop and take a peek), but our work will help keep the “Montour Railroad” 
name alive for future generations.
 This was a joint project of  the Historical Society and the newly-formed 
Montour Railroad Historic Preservation Committee, chaired by Stan Sat-
tinger. Those who may wish to volunteer for future preservation projects 
may contact Gene Schaeffer at GenePSchaeffer@hotmail.com.
                  Troy Bogdan 

 Back in 1994, shortly after moving to Atlanta, I came across a 
centerfold photograph in Trains magazine taken at Montour Junction 
by Gene P. Schaeffer. That was the start of a two-year correspondence 
about the Montour, which had been abandoned for about a decade. 
As a former Pittsburgh resident, the Montour and the Pennsylvania 
Railroad’s Panhandle Division were literally in my backyard for most 
of my childhood and teenage years. When I moved back to the Burgh 
after a seven-year stint in the Navy, we eventually settled in Findlay 
Township, just up the hill from the Montour Interchange on the Park-
way, and the Montour became a daily sight on my commute to and 
from work.
 In December 2001, I 
created the Yahoo! special 
interest group, mon-
tour_rr, and formed the 
Montour Railroad Histori-
cal Society. Gene Schaeffer 
and I were the only mem-
bers, but we picked up 
four more in January 2002. 
Membership was sporadic 
at best; the Montour was 
not a well-known railroad.  
A 42-mile shortline hauling 
coal around the farmland 
south of Pittsburgh was 
not romantic, nor was it 
a technological pioneer; it 
just slugged it out day af-
ter day on light rail, steep 

Gene Schaeffer paints a letter, Pete Steele watches his step off the 
ladder and Stan Sattinger cleans up brush.

MONTOUR RAILROAD SOCIETY
GREAT WAY TO LEARN RAILROAD HISTORY

grades, sharp curves, and with switch engines to boot.
 We kept the group alive and added members in dribbles until 2005 
when the Montour Trail folks found our website. Our group currently 
has 120 members, and our message traffi c averages about 150 postings a 
month The web site contains a wealth of information about the history of 
the railroad, its route, and its customers.
 Thankfully, the Montour Trail Council was able to acquire and save  
the Montor right-of-way.  We Montour fans will always be grateful to the 
trail folks for preserving the few remaining pieces of our old friend.   
                                                       Bob Ciminel

The Montour Railroad Historical Society remembers the trail’s railroading 
past like this Montour Railroad coal train at Hendersonville.
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TRAIL
 STORE
  OPEN!

Go to our
website for
other great

items!

Look sharp 
and support 

the trail!

Here’s just
a taste
of what
we have
to offer!

www.montourtrail.org/store/trailstore.asp

Better polo shirt

Polo shirt with pocket

Polo shirt
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