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RoBIiNsoON TwP. HIGHWAY PLAN

CONCERNS AREA RESIDENTS

In mid-December highway plans
of the Commissioners of Robinson
Township (Allegheny County) were
reported in local newspapers. One
project proposed was a “northern
connector” 4-lane road between |-79

7~ PA Rt. 51 (Groveton) which

would follow the natural valley along
Montour Run.” This startling news
prompted many anxious remarks
and questions among Trail users
and supporters.

To obtain more specific informa-
tion and publicly address the issue,
Dick Quasey, newly elected Presi-
dent of The Montour Trail (MTC)
urged Trail supporters, especially
those most familiar with this section
of the Trail, e.g. Moon/Robinson
Friends of the Trail, to attend the
earliest public meeting, January 5,
1998. '

By Dick Quasey

under the L.E.R.T.A. Act (Local Eco- along it.

nomic Revitalization Tax Assis-

Concern was expressed about

tance). Nine persons addressed the the potential threat of future highway

L.E.R.T.A. issue, or alleged threats
to the Trail, Montour Run, the Mon-
tour Valley Watershed or “all-of-the-
above.”

Dick Quasey used this opportu-
nity to speak on behalf of the Mon-
tour Trail Council, its members and
many supporters. Citing the legal
status of the MTC, he stated its pur-
pose and responsibilities, namely,

and general commercial develop-
ment along the Trail. A plan show-
ing the area covered by the
L.E.R.T.A. application was used as
an example to justify these con-
cerns.

In conclusion, Quasey requested
opportunities for MTC to become in-

& formed about development plans,

both public and private, in order to

| detect early in the planning process

what might adversely affect the Trail
and its natural surroundings.

Since then, a dialogue has been
established by MTC representatives
with municipal officials and Robinson
Peripheral Developers managers
aimed at sharing mutual concerns
and objectives and resolving poten-

This (meeting) was a hearing on  the construction and protection of tial conflicts. P
an application by Robinson Periph-  the Tralil itself and preservation and
eral Developers for tax abatement  protection of the natural resources
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With Spring fast approaching, our new MTC Presi-
dent, Dick Quasey, finds himself quite busy with a di-
versity of Trail matters, one of which he addresses
later on in this issue. There is a de facto statewide
moratorium on PUC bridge proceedings, permits be-
ing sought by Amerikol to mine coal on and near MTC
property in the vicinity of RT. US 22, and with new
Trail construction in Bethel Park and South Park, daily
contacts with contractors, utility and municipal officials
are almost routine. These are just a few of the many
items clamoring for attention.

As important as these items are, my N
springtime thoughts usually consist of % s
“spring-cleaning”, getting the yard ready {
for early blooms, and most importantly,
deciding which new trail to try first.

| urge you to visit as many of the completed seg-
ments of the Trail as you can. A great supply of up-
dated Trail maps are available in boxes along the Trail
or from board members. Don'’t hesitate to pick one
up. Also, take this newsletter to work, or-share it with-
your neighbor. Never throw it away - it could mean
the loss of a prospective member.

Support is crucial for the Trail's completion. Get
out there and spread the word. Better yet, as my son,
Doug, always says, “C’'mon-tour the Trail!”

Debby

MONTOUR TRAIL COUNCIL

PHONE NUMBERS:
For information: 412-831-2030
For administration and

| etters e

business: 412-257-2328 =
Newsletter Deborah Hoerster
Editor
THE MONTOUR TRAIL- LETTER welcomes all questions and com-
Circulation Joan Schweiger ments. Please send all correspondence to the address on the left.
Manager

- The Montour Trail Council is an all volunteer organization founded in 1989 to convert the abandoned Montour
Railroad right of way and the abandoned Peters Creek Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad into a fifty-five mile
recreational trail for non-motorized activity regardless of physical ability or financial wherewithal.




Call 221-6406 for more information.

dersonville. Call 221-6406 for more information.

low Ballfield. Call 788-4136 for more information.

Kohnke at 854-1835 for location and information.

of Events

¢ MTC Board Meeting, every third Monday of the month - at Chartiers Valley High School, in the faculty lounge. Turn left
off of the- Kirwan Heights exit of I-79. Turn left at the next light, go under the Interstate, and the school is on your left. Call
Dick at 859-6864 for more information or to get on the agenda.

¢ Cecil Friends of the Trail meeting, every first Tuesday of the month - at the Cecil American Legion, Rt. 50, at 7:30 pm.

¢ Work & Clean-up party, Cecil segment, every third Saturday of the month - 9:00 am. Meet at the Storage shed at Hen-

¢ Moon/Robinson Friends of the Trail meeting, every Thursday before the second Saturday of the month at 7:00 pm., at the
All Occasion Catering party room near the intersection of Silver Lane and Clever Rd. in Robinson Twp. Anyone from the com-
munities near Moon and Robinson are encouraged to attend. Call 859-3020 for more information.

¢ Work & Clean-up party, Moon/Robinson segment, every second Saturday of the month - 9:00 am. Meet at North Star
Petroleum (formerly Robinson Petroleum). Call 262-3748 for more information.

4 Findlay/North Fayette Friends of the Trail, call Don at 899-3695 or Pete at 788-4136 for more information.

¢ Work & Clean-up party, Findlay/North Fayette segment, every fourth Saturday of the month - 9:00 am. Meet at the En-

¢ Bethel Park Friends of the Trail meeting, every first Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm in the Bethel Park Municipal Build-
ing Council Chambers. Anyone interested in the Bethel Park Trail segment is encouraged te come. For various committe meet-
ings (such as fundraising) contact Peter Kohnke at 854-1835 for more information.

¢ Work & Clean-up party, Bethel Park segment, every second and fourth Saturday of the month - 8:30 am. Call Peter

N

IKEA TREE SALE

More than 65 hearty volunteers braved the blus- Trail more than $2500. Thanks

tery, snowy, cold weather of the first weekend in De-
cember to raise funds for the Trail. IKEA sold recy-
clable trees from its parking lot from Thursday De-
cember 4th through Sunday December 7th. Trail
volunteers used IKEA's clever tree wrapping gadget
to wrap more than 800 balsam pines, Douglas firs
and frasier firs for IKEA tree customers who paid $3
per wrap for the convenience. The wider the tree the
more human force it took to get it through the wrap-
per. Some trees demanded two pushers, and two
pullers for a successful wrap. For their efforts, volun-
teers received a free tree, a hot dog and hot choco-
late, and the joy of benefiting the Trail.

The wrapping work of the volunteers netted the

by Judy Thempson, Tree Sale Coordinator

to all the Trail supporters who
put up with cold feet and ears to
man the three-hour shifts, and
special thanks to the day chair-
men who spent up to 11 hours
out in the cold supervising the
crews-- Pete Merther, John
Hooton, and Don Berty. Chris-
tine Bock, coordinator of the
volunteer telephone network did a great job recruit-
ing, and working along with her two young daughters
at the Tree Sale as well. Thanks also to John
Wasco, Montour High School teacher, who enlisted
an ambitious group of students. ®
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...and the PREZ sez...

In addition to completing the Trail, before 2001.
the Montour Tail Council also has the
responsibility to promote the protec-
tion and preservation of the Trail and
the natural resources along it. These
are significant responsibilities.

Nearly 50% of the Trail is'com-
plete and used by the public every-
day. The remainder includes 11
costly construction projects which are
in various stages of development.
Hopefully, several of these projects
will be completed this year, the rest

Just as important (and never end-
ing ) is the protection and preserva-
tion not only of the Trail itself, but also
adjacent natural resources (i.e.
streams, wet lands, greenspace, his-
torical sites, etc.). Recent events
(see news article, page 1) are a re-
minder that these matters deserve
continuous attention too.

Members of the Montour Trail
Council and other supporters can as-
sist by informing the MTC Board of

Vo

planning and development activities
in communities adjoining the Trail
which might have an adverse impact
on it now or in the future. That will
help the Board address such situa-
tions early-on and improve the
chances of avoiding problems and
conflicts. Otherwise the completion
of the Tralil, its use and the benefits
that result for individuals and commu-
nities alike could be compromised.

>

|/ Visit the Montour Trail web-site at: http:/trfn.cipgh.org/orgs/mtc/

SOMERSET LANDS $2MILLION FOR FOUR REC TRAIL ™

PROJECTS

Somerset County has obtained $2 million for 1998
upgrades to the Allegheny Highlands Trail, with as many
as four separate projects under way simultaneously.

The 2,000-foot Salisbury Viaduct, near Meyersdale,
will be redecked to accommodate bicyclists and other
trail users. A new 2.7-mile trail section, between Garrett
and the Salisbury Viaduct, also will be constructed, con-
necting to the 16-mile trail in Garrett.

The second phase of the Western Maryland Railroad
Station project in Meyersdale, which will restore the
building to its original condition, also is scheduled for
completion in 1998. The building will be used by the
Meyersdale Historical Society for headquarters and a
museum and will include trail-related commercial space.

Somerset County also received funds to complete a
3.7-mile section between Pinkerton Tunnel and Fort Hill,
which could be completed in 1998.

Money was obtained from several sources, including
the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation’s Trans-

portation Enhancements Program, Pennsylvania Depart- rail trail systems in the United States.

ment of Conservation and Natural Resources' Keystone

reprint courtesy of Johmstown Tribune Democrar 12 20 97 by Jason Green

93 Program and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Her-
itage Preservation Commission.

In addition, an agreement on a tract of land that will
allow further construction of the Allegheny Highlands trail
has been reached.

In the deal, George J. Brodmerkel Jr., of Pittsburgh
and Fort Hill, will give Somerset County a 30-foot right of
way for an approximately one-mile easement through his
property for the purpose of constructing and maintaining
the hiking and biking trail, Somerset County Commis-
sioner Brad Cober announced.

The tract of land will allow the trail to be completed
from the Pinkerton Bridge to Confluence, where it then
will connect with the Youghiogheny River Trail and con-
tinue to Ohiopyle and points west.

The Allegheny Highlands Trail is part of the more than
200-mile Pittsburgh to Washington, D.C., trail which is
expected to be completed in 2005.

When finished, the system will be one of the premier—~

O
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Yes, I want to help build the

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

Membership Chairman

Jerry Agin

Alan Agle

Carl & Sheila Arendt

D L Ashliman

Stanton W. Bockoven, Jr

R. Stephen R. Campbell
Joseph Derouin s

Tom & Molly Maxwell
Anne & Donald McGowan
Maureen A. McMahon
John Murphy, Jr

Tom & Linda Prezel
Mary Ann Scott

| \'.vant te spread the word. Please send me additional fiyers.
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| have written my Legislator and County Commissioners
asking them to support the trail,

Montour Trall
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FuTURE OF RR BRIDGES IN WASH. CO. LOOKING BRIGHTER

There are hopeful signs that the long battle to pre-
serve the old railroad bridge structures along the Mon-
tour Trail in Washington County may be nearing a suc-
cessful conclusion.

The future of several key bridges looked bleak six
months ago, until an administrative law judge ordered
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission to recon-
sider its demelition orders. The PUC then adopted an
18-month moratorium on bridge proceedings, giving
state and county agencies and the MTC time to work
~ arrangements for preserving the structures.

, representatives met with a group of Washing-
unty Commissioners and county department
1| September, asking the county to ensure protec-
f the bridges by accepting secondary responsibil-

ANHANDLE TRAIL PROGRESS

Track and ballast were recently
emoved from Conrail's former Pan-

handle Division of the Pennsylvania
Railroad between Walkers Mill, just
west of Carnegie, through Qakdale,
McDonald, Primrose, Midway and
Burgettstown to Weirton, West Vir-
ginia. This provides a new 27.4 mile
rail-trail opportunity. The Montour
Trail Council pledged to develop the
10.4 mile portion between Walkers
Mill and Midway. The Montour Trail
connects with the Panhandle at
Primrose near the Robinson Town-
ship Building.

The National Pike Trail Council,
with Conrail's consent successfully
secured a 6 month railbank status
extension by the Federal Surface-
Transportation Commission. The
Harmon Creek Trail Association se-
cured support from the Weirton Park
Board and the West Virginia Rail
Authority to develop the trail be-
tween Weirton and the State Line.

John Foley of Conrail plans to
donate the entire 27.4 - mile right-of-
way, without cost, if governmental

over its bridges.

agencies offer to take over the
bridges spanning roads. Washing-
ton County, Harmon Creek Trail As-
sociation and the Montour Trail -
Council each contributed its share of
the cost for a real estate appraisal,
recently completed by Dan McCown
and Company. The appraisal
shows the value of such an offer.
The Allegheny County Board of
Commissioners agreed to accept a
Conrail donation without hesitation
because no bridges cross roads in
Allegheny County. The West Vir-
ginia Rail Authority is willing to take

With enthusiastic support from
Andy Baechle, Washington County
Parks and Recreation Director,
Washington County is investigating
taking over seven former railroad
bridges over roads. Two are in Mid-
way Borough, three in Smith Town-
ship, the Route 18 crossing is in
Burgettstown and the Hanlin Station
bridge is in Jefferson Township.
Montour Tail Council also requested
Washington County to take over 14

by Bruce Barre=

ity for their maintenance. The
county's risk would be minimal,
since it would become responsi-
ble for the bridges only if the
MTC exhausted its own resources. However, to further
shield the county from exposure in case of a serious
bridge collapse, the MTC is attempting to work out de-
tails of an insurance policy.

Like so many of the challenges to trail construction,
this one is a complex process-but greatly preferable to
the cost of constructing new bridges or at-grade cross-
ings. The MTC hopes to achieve a final agreement by
spring; in the meantime, letters to the Washington
County Commissioners encouraging their continued
cooperation with the MTC are always appropriate. g,

by Dave Wright

Montour Trail bridges over roads.

Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation and Pennsylvania __
Department of Conservation-and—'
Natural Resources agreed to inves-
tigate traffic sight distances and
clearances to determine whether
each bridge proposed for trail use
should be removed or retained. The
field meeting occurred several
months ago for bridges over Route
18 and at Hanlin Station. In order to
allow sufficient time for such a pro-
cess, the Pennsylvania Public Utility
recently ordered an 18 month bridge
moratorium.

Collier Township, South Fayette
Township, Oakdale Borough, Mc-
Donald Borough, Hanover Town-
ship, the City of Weirton, Brooke
County Commission and the
Brocke-Hancock-Jefferson
Metropolitan Planning Commission
and the Allegheny County Board of
Commissioners have all passed res-
olutions or written letters of support
for the project. We seek additional™
letters of support. P

<>




60 YR. OLD BUILDING IN IMPERIAL REDUCED TO ASH

-~ by John Peter Merther

It was a landmark in the Imperial area for over 60  Dick Quasey and Stan Siranovich, board members of
years, but it took only a couple of hours to turn it into  the Montour Trail Council, also attented due to its
ashes. “It” was a building at the Five Point intersec-  close proximity to the Trail. €
tion near mile marker 8 of the Montour Trail. Years of :
abandonment, vandalism, and its hazardous condi-
tion with problems too costly to repair, left Mr. John
Gillespie, owner, no option but to have it destroyed.

Sadly, Mr. Gillespie stated that the building boasts
of some very old methods of construction, e.g. tongue
and groove construction of the walls, mortissed floor
joists, etc. that are not used today.

On Sunday, December 14, 1997, the North
Fayette Township Volumteer Fire Department was at
the location to do a controlled burn of the building.

The fire was witnessed by a few area residents. Picture shows close proximity of Trail to the building being
burned.
4,
¥4
- "‘,\/
, A HeLe Newsletter Deadline
W ANT - A DS SKEARITER All articles for the

May/June Trail-Letter
will be due no later than
Needed: April 1, 1998.
Volunteers to help secure agency assistance and Please see Page 2 for

. . . submitting correspondence.
raise funds for a Montour Valley Alliance project Tharik you.
to measure stream flows in Montour Run.

Call Stan Sattinger at 412-256-1327. <&

Due to an ever-growing list of volunteers for Trail

work, there is a desperate need for help on the Don ANTHONY
Phone Chain. The Montour Trail-Letter is
The Phone Chain helps spread the word to the sad to report the death of
volunteers and inform them of what is happening, Donald Anthony of Carnegie,
50 that they can be where they are needed. MTC member and pioneer
You can help from home, make your own schedule, trail-blazer, on February 1, j

1998.
Don was a long-time employee of US Airways
and is survived by his wife, June, children Sherry

and Mark, and a brother, Richard. .
o If interested, please call Christine Bock at He will be greatly missed by many , including

N\ 412-833-0869 for more information. his fellow volunteers in the building of the Cecil
| section of the Montour Trail. g,

learn the latest developments and watch the Trail
continue to grow knowing that you are a part of it.

<>




CupoLA BUCKS $

While riding her bike on the Montour Trail, Susan Eger
passed the gazebo at the Park Manor Boulevard intersection
(approx. mile 4.5) She noticed several people working there
and stopped to talk to them. It was then that she learned of
the need for funds to build a cupola for the top of the
gazebo.

Susan, an avid Trail user, offered $75.00 to be do-
nated in the names of Dr. & Mrs. Mark W. Eger and Dr.
Noah M. Eger. The Doctors are optometrists, located at
1331 State Avenue, Coraopolis, PA 15108.

This couldn’t have come at a better time, now that the
gazebo is near completion. First, however, plans have
to be drawn for the perfect cupola before construction
can begin. It's a lot of work, and we have some very
dedicated people ready to do the job. However, anyone
willing to help with the project is most welcome. Just call one
of the Moon/Rob Friends of the Trail.

On behalf of the MTC, please accept our heartfelt grati-
tude for your very generous gift. If it wasn't for the generos-
ity of many people, donating their time as well as money, our
Trail would still be just a thought. <>

Stock
Donations

by Marshall Fausold

The Montour Trail Council re-
cently received a gift of stock from
a member. This is a new (for us)
possibility now available to any
benefactor who may wish to take
advantage of a tax write-off by do-
nating stock which has appreciated
in value. The donor will get the full
value of the stock as a charitable dona-
tion and save the capital gains tax as
well. Help yourself and help your Trail
at the same time! Contact any MTC of-
ficer for details. @
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