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Special to the MTC Trail Letter September-October 2023

2022 was a year of building and modernizing for the Montour Trail Council, reflected in everything from the grind of trail surfacing to the
geek-fest of data management. These improvements positioned the organization to move forward in greater efficiency, taking the great-
est advantage from every precious volunteer hour.

We have the biggest toys...

Heavy machinery of trail building acquired this year includes an additional excavator, a roller, an additional dump truck, and a trailer. Sub-
stantial repairs to our vintage grader were also accomplished. These enhancements have allowed our volunteers to increase their daily
placement of trail surface from 1200 feet to 1600 feet. Crews laid down seven miles of trail surface during the year.

...and an updated Trail Patrol.

Under new leadership, the Trail Patrol experienced a 50 percent surge in growth. The patrol is made up of men and women who are
volunteering their time and efforts to see that the experience of using the trail is enjoyable and safe. Members are provided with cycling
jerseys or armbands, depending upon their preference in trail activity. The group is working to strengthen relationships with local law
enforcement and EMTs.

Like I said, we have geeks!

Not all of our volunteers can be found trailside. Others can be found within wi-fi distance of a convenient router. Our techies completely
rebuilt our website, goaded on by a particularly invasive hack. We also implemented a new membership database, allowing integration
with our website, online event signups and integrated bulk email. The Technology Committee was merged with the GIS (Geographic Infor-
mation Systems) working group to take better advantage of the overlap in skill sets.

We needed more space...

After 22 years in our current office, something began to seem amiss. Some board members were relegated to the hallway during board
meetings, and clawing one’s way out of the room after the meeting was often a lengthy process. It became necessary to move a number
of boxes of maps and office supplies to get to the boxes of t-shirts. It was time to find a bigger office. We formed a team to evaluate avail-
able space, based on three primary criteria: no stairs, a conference room big enough to hold 25 people, and enough parking for a board
meeting. We signed a lease for space on Boyce Plaza Road in Upper St. Clair in December, and plan to move in early 2023.

...and built more trail.

Our newest section of trail opened in South Park, adding 0.7 miles to our mainline trail. As an added bonus, the builder of the Summit
Station complex built the bridge over Summit Drive for us. A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on November 14. Work continued on
other improvements, including completion of the crossing at Stewart Road, connectors at Muse and Coraopolis, long-term planning for
crossing Rt. 51 in Large, and streambank protection projects at multiple locations.

A few other miscellaneous things:

The Gateway Engineers Tour the Montour family-fun ride in September celebrated its 20th year with a record take of $64,000.

We received a quite unexpected $100,000 bequest from a local resident.

Volunteer projects were undertaken by EQT, Ansys, the Boy Scouts, a Girl Scout Gold Award
candidate, and an Eagle Scout candidate.

And, as in every year, credit for our success goes to our many dedicated volunteers and the thousands of hours they donate to what is
clearly a labor of love.
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Thank VOU 2022 Sponsors and MTC 2022 Annual Report- Financials (audited)
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Jessica Mullen
Norris Myers

John Nagy
Chandran Nair
Shula Nedley
Michael Novakovich
Carrie O’Connell

Bill O’Donnell

John Obel

Kathleen Oberle
Archie S. Oddi
Lester Olson

Steve Orebaugh
Nicholas Panebianco
Michael Parisi
Jennifer Pasquale
Mukesh Patel

Larry Patts

David Pendel

Anthony Perry
John Petersson
Douglas Petrick
Patricia Petrusik
Robert Pfau
Phillip Pfeiffer
David G. Phenicie
Andrew Piccoli
Catherine Pigford
Venkata Pinisetti
Paul A. Platek
Mike Platt

Jim Polen

Chris Poskin

Joe Povilaitis
Scott Powell
Dean Pregel

Lisa M. Prough
Charles Punzell
Bud Puskarich
Michael Quinn
Ernie Rabatin
Frances J. Raco
Scott Radinovic
Dave Radovich
Ben Rafoth

Joel Randal
Miranda Reich
Rebecca Reitmeyer
Allen Remaly
Wayne Reno
Diana Repack
Benjamin Reuter
Kathleen Reyes
Tim Reza

John Riccio
Russell Rice
Donald Ritchey
Ruth E. Rittler
Charles Robb

Jan Robbins
George B. Roberts
David Robertson
Jeff Robinson
Mary Robinson
Jeff Robis
Richard Rohrbach
Christopher Rolinson
John Rosser
Eileen Roth
Laurie Rushin
Brian Ryall

John F. Ryan
Kathy Ryan

Ray Sabolich
William Sabourin
Pat Sanders

Yrai Santander-Pounds
Nick Scarlatelli
Phyllis Schaner
Tracy Schillinger
George Schmidt
Denise Schmitt
Robert Schmitt
Donald Schock
Dot Schultz
Clayton Schuman
Connie Scotti
Gary Sedlacek
Bryan Seip
Timothy Sheedy
Robert Shepherd
Charles Shobe
Paul Shodi
Steven P. Sibenik
Linda Sicher
James Silverman
Margaret Simonis
Keith Simpson
William Singer

Vijender Singh
Jeff Sipos
Bradley Skinner
Paul Sklar

Dan Slater
Carol Smerdell
Robert R. Smith
Terry Smith
Andrew Smith
Heidi Snyder
Bruce Sorkin
Cassidy Spade
F. Charles Spence
Patricia Spicer
Jack Stanley
Doug Stark
Peter Steele
Colette Steen
William Stevens
David Steveson

Ken Stock

Ron Stout

James Stratton
Susan Strohm
Nathan Suehr
Kim Sulkava
Vince Suneja

Sy Sweet

Vince Szeligo
Linda Szewczyk
Donald Tacznosky
Molly Thomas
Paul Thoms

Jim Tiano

Justin Torio

Dan Tracey

Tim Traham
JoAnn Truchan
Gloria Trylko
Debra Turici
Melissa Turk
John Uhrin
Shirley Ulaky
Joe Uriah

Mark Urso

Mike Valoski
Maria Vargas
Maryann Varricchio
Eva Vaughan
Gerald Velmer
Doug Wagner
Claudia Wagner
Karon Wagner
Bob Walman
Larry Walsh
Doug Wayt
William Wegener
David Weisberg
Robert Wellington
Jack Welte
Matthew Wheatley
Julie White

Ryan White
Margaret White
Lester Whiteman
Dwight Whittemore
Tammy Wiens
Jill Wiggins
James Wilk

John Williams
Greg Winkle

Kim Winkowski
Paul Winters
Robert J. Winters
Karen Woodgate
Stephanie Woodruff
Lauren Worrell
Dave Wright
John Wright

Paul Wuenstel
Shannon Wyda
Dan Wyse

Sin Min Yap
Shellie Yeung
Doug Zalla

Jim Zanaglio
Omar Zevallos
Sijian Zhang
Mike Zierden
Robert Zoppetti

Every attempt is made
to ensure that listings
are correct. If there is
an error or omission,
please contact us.



