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Support for the National Tunnel Continues
to Build

Fundraising momentum continues to build for the Montour Trail’s critical National
Tunnel rehabilitation project.

“We’re truly encouraged by the steadfast support pouring in for the tunnel
rehabilitation, and we’re optimistic that our trail users and supporters will continue

Have you registered for the 24th annual to rally behind the campaign,” says Dave Borrebach, a member of the volunteer team
Gateway Engineers Tour the Montour? coordinating the Montour Trail Council’s fundraising effort.

The Montour Trail’s signature fundraiser rolls The total project cost is estimated at $3.2 million. To date, $1.18 million has been

out on Saturday, Sept. 12, rain or shine, from secured, including $500,000 from the trail council’s reserves, a $500,000 grant from
mile zero of the trail. Parking is conveniently the Pittsburgh-based Richard King Mellon Foundation and more than $180,000
located next to the starting point at the AHN contributed by more than 220 individual and corporate donors.

Montour Sports Complex, 2419 State Ave.,

“Our community fundraising efforts are very active, and before the tunnel project
Moon Township.

is completed — targeted for October 2027 — we hope to more than double the

This noncompetitive, self-paced, family- number of donors and raise more than $300,000 through that effort,” Borrebach
friendly ride offers routes from 6 to 50 miles. says.

Registration includes an event t-shirt, a “If we can achieve our goal of $3.2 million and construction bids come in as expected.
post-ride lunch and refreshment stops along we’ll be able to address all four of the high-priority tunnel issues,” he says.

the way. continued on page 3

continued on page 4

Coraopolis Connector: The Project History sy pennis preiffer

The grand opening of the 0.8-mile Coraopolis Connector will be on Saturday, September 19, at 10 a.m. near mile zero of the trail. You are
invited to attend a 30- to 60-minute ceremony, which will include several dignitaries. Parking will be available at the trailhead at mile zero.

The new connector represents the culmination of more than a decade of engineering, permitting, volunteer labor, and contracted

construction. Through several phases, Montour Trail Council volunteers and contractors worked through difficult site conditions and changing
construction requirements to complete this important addition to the trail.

Phase 1 - Concrete Bridge: Following a two-year permitting process, MTC authorized its engineer,
WEC, to begin design in August 2015. By May 2016, contractor Marricco received a notice to proceed
with construction of a 190-foot-long concrete land bridge — 10 feet wide with 4-foot-high concrete
walls — between the CSX main rail line and the rear of properties on 4th Avenue.

At CSX's request, the contractor also installed a 10-foot-high, 500-foot-long chain-link fence between
the trail and the CSX right-of-way. This Phase 1 contractor cost alone totaled $282,097.

Phase 2 - Site Preparation: After the final environmental permit was issued on Nov. 19, 2018, the
Airport Area Friends Group of the Montour Trail Council took on much of the preparation for the
remaining 4,410 feet of the project. Their work included clearing and grubbing, placing survey station
markers every 50 feet, and installing 2,315 feet of 12-inch filter socks.

continued on page 4
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Prez Sez:

A View of the Montour Trail from Harrisburg and
Allegheny County: PA state Rep. Anita Kulik

By Julian Wolfe

The all-volunteer, nonprofit Montour Trail Council regularly engages state and local political
leaders on issues of interest to the council and our trail users, such as funding opportunities and
trail safety.

Here, state Representative Anita Kulik of
Pennslyvania’s 45th District,, which covers a large
section of our trail community in Allegheny County,
discusses several of these key issues.

What was your first interaction with the Montour
Trail?

HON_ANITA ACTNRINA K1l I

| have been in the Kennedy Township area for over 30

years and became acquainted with the trail before becoming a state representative. When | was
elected, | had the privilege of getting to know more and more about the trail. | am especially
proud to have mile marker zero in my district.

Have you used the trail for recreation? If so, in what ways? Do you have a favorite memory or
event on the Montour Trail?

I am more of a walker, so the times | have spent on the trail have been taking leisurely walks
and enjoying the surroundings. My favorite times on the trail have been the ones spent with
members of the trail council and learning about the different aspects of the trail.

How do you envision the role of trails, like the Montour Trail, in Pennsylvania’s long-term
economic, environmental and public-health strategies?

Places like the Montour Trail kept people sane during COVID. We know that being outdoors with
nature is crucial to our mental and physical well-being. Trails are a way for us to get away and to
enjoy tranquility. People are now drawn to trails. Most new housing developments have some
sort of trail. People are demanding trails be part of their parks. Trails attract people to areas.

Trails are major tourism drivers, as we’ve seen with the Great Allegheny Passage. What can
the Commonwealth do to better market Pennsylvania’s trail network and support trail-adjacent
businesses?

Being chair of the House Game and Fisheries Committee, | am acutely aware of the role that
Pennsylvania’s great outdoors play in the areas of outdoor sports and tourism. We have some
of the most beautiful green spaces in the country. The growing network of trails that we see in
the Commonwealth should be marketed as much as, if not more than, any other recreational
opportunities we offer.

With the drawdown in federal funding for trails, is Harrisburg capable and willing to fill the void?
Are there opportunities that could expand resources for trails from agencies such as DCNR?

| hope so. Tourism is our second biggest industry and most of that is for outdoor recreational
opportunities.

continued on page 3
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continued from page 2- Prez Sez

Many trail users believe the Montour Trail is a publicly funded

and maintained recreational trail. How would you recommend
broadening awareness that the Montour Trail (and many other trails
across the Commonwealth) are privately managed and maintained,
and consequently in need of financial support?

I would love to see more from DCNR on that issue. | understand that
state parks are a big focus for that department, but there should
also be information out to the general public that the trail systems
we enjoy sometimes rely on the goodness of volunteers and the
generosity of donors.

One of the most challenging issues for trails concerns the use and
oversight of e-bikes. Could you please comment on the potential role
Harrisburg can play to help local municipalities establish e-bike rules
and ordinances? As an example, state Rep. Jill Cooper is seeking co-
sponsors for a bill to assist in helping local governments with e-bike
oversight.

| support any legislation that will help control e-bikes. More than
likely, something will have to come down statewide on this. For
example, the Montour Trail spans numerous municipalities. Differing
laws in these municipalities could pose unique problems for
enforcement on the trail.

Connecting to other trails is important to the Montour Trail Council.
How can the state support efforts to connect the Montour with other
trail systems, such as the Great American Rail-Trail or the Industrial
Heartland Trail?

Grants through DCNR and other avenues are the best means to help
our trail systems develop. Pouring more dollars into these grant
funds is crucial. There are several trails in the district | serve, and

| know there are continued talks about connecting the trails. How
wonderful would it be to have all the communities in the 45th District
connected by trails!

continued from page 1- Tour the Montour

A delicious picnic-style lunch, with vegetarian options, will be offered
from 10:30 a.m.—2 p.m. at the Forest Grove Sportsmen Club along
the trail near mile 1.5.

A crowd favorite every year is the basket auction and five exciting
raffles — be sure to bring a little extra cash for your chance to win.

Montour Trail Council members receive a discount when registering
online. If you’re not yet a member, you can join before signing up and
enjoy the savings.

Register by August 29, 2026, to receive the discount.
Don’t miss one of the region’s most enjoyable cycling events.

Register at montourtrail.org/tour-the-montour-2026/
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continued from page 1- National Tunnel

Those priorities are installing a 295-foot steel liner along the western
half of the tunnel and a 60-foot liner on the eastern end, and
rehabilitating both portals, similar to the successful Greer Tunnel
repair on the Montour Trail completed in Peters Township two years
ago.

Montour Trail Council volunteers have submitted applications for
the tunnel project to area foundations and state agencies that have
supported previous Montour projects. “We’re optimistic about these
funding requests and encouraged by the likelihood of approval,
especially since we’ve demonstrated just how essential this project
is,” Borrebach says.

The 113-year-old National Tunnel at mile marker 25 in Cecil Township
was closed last November after engineers discovered significant

cracking and deterioration in its ceiling. With no safe detour
available, the closure effectively divides the Montour Trail’s mainline
near its midpoint.

Stretching 630 feet in a graceful curve, the National Tunnel, built by
the Montour Railroad, is the longest of the trail’s three tunnels and
one of its most recognizable landmarks.

The renovation campaign has collected several significant anonymous
gifts and contributions from MTC members’ donor-advised funds,
Borrebach says.

“We've already received some truly remarkable gifts. It’s inspiring
to see how many of our trail users have stepped up for the tunnel
renovation, and we’re hopeful that this strong wave of support will
keep the campaign moving forward.”

continued from page 1- Coraopolis Connector

The Airport Friends then cut a 10-foot-wide, 6-inch-deep channel
along the 4,410-foot stretch and placed a millings base in the
channel, completing that work on Dec. 12, 2020. Because of the
extended project schedule, the filter socks later had to be installed
again, requiring another 2,315 feet. (See photo of volunteers
installing the fitter socks.)

Drainage Review: In 2021, the project team explored alternatives
to the labor-intensive trench construction. Because the right-of-way
already drained well, MTC sought regulatory approval to eliminate
the trenches. The applicable criteria required the right-of-way to
drain fully within three days after a one-inch rain event.

Volunteers documented four separate one-inch storms, and in each
case the right-of-way drained completely within a single day. MTC
submitted those findings in support of a proposed design change.
The change was not approved, so the project proceeded under the
existing drainage requirements.

Phase 3 — 650 Feet of Completed Trail: In 2022, the Airport Friends
took on construction of this phase. Over 16 workdays, volunteers
trenched 1,000 feet, with each trench 3 feet wide and 3 feet deep.
They then laid Geotech fabric and placed 2B stone in the trench,
followed by a layer of 2A stone to create a smooth, stable surface. A

contractor was then hired to asphalt 650 feet of trail, completing the
work in October 2022.

Phase 4 — Next 1,425 Feet: In June 2024, contractor CTM began work
on the next 1,425-foot section. When slag material made the planned
trench construction impractical, MTC sought regulatory approval for
a revised design. The proposed change eliminated the 6-inch millings
base and instead used 3 inches of 2B stone topped with 3 inches of
crushed limestone as the riding surface.

The revised design was approved in September 2025, and CTM
completed the 1,425-foot section in January 2026.

Phase 5 - Final 2,230 Feet: CTM completed construction of the
remaining 2,230 feet of trail on March 25, 2026. In the weeks that
followed, the Airport Friends removed more than 4,600 feet of filter
socks, installed bollards at access points, landscaped along the trail,
and planted 15 new trees.

Completion of the Coraopolis Connector reflects years of persistence
and thousands of hours of work by Montour Trail volunteers,
engineers and contractors. The September 19 grand opening will

be an opportunity to celebrate both the finished trail and the many
people who helped make it possible.

Mr. Pfeiffer is president of the council’s Airport Area Friends Group
and an MTC board member.

Save the Date: Annual Meeting & Dinner Nov. 8

You’re invited to join us for the Montour Trail Council’s annual meeting and dinner on Sunday, Nov. 8, at the Pittsburgh [} [}

NOVEMBER

Airport Marriott in Coraopolis. Our featured speaker this year will be Melissa Swedish, director of the Allegheny County

Parks Department. The evening will begin at 5 p.m. with a lively social hour and cash bar, followed by a buffet dinner at
6 p.m. Our business meeting and keynote program will run from 7—8 p.m. Registration for the event will open in late
September; please consult montourtrail.org for details.

We’d be delighted to have you with us for this special evening as we celebrate our many accomplishments over the past
year and enjoy time together with Montour volunteers and friends.
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In Remembrance: Tim Murphy (1952-2026) sy ned williams

Former Congressman Tim Murphy, who passed away July 18, will be warmly

remembered by the Montour Trail community for both his public service and

his personal connection to the trail he frequently used. Throughout his years
representing our region, he was a steady advocate for outdoor recreation,
community health and the protection of local green spaces. His support helped
elevate the Montour’s visibility and growth, and many trail volunteers recall seeing
him on the trail, simply enjoying the resource he championed.

With his deep commitment to the public’s physical and mental well-being, Tim was
quick to recognize the Montour Trail’s value and offer meaningful support. During
his second term in Congress, he announced $250,000 in federal funding for the
trail, noting that it provides Pittsburghers with safe opportunities for biking, hiking,

cross-country skiing, and jogging, and connects urban areas with the region’s

natural beauty. He emphasized that completing the trail would open even more Tim Murphy (left) and Ned Williams on inaugural walk across
sections to the public and deliver a significant economic boost, an estimated the Valley Brook #2 bridge after a ribbon-cutting ceremony in
Oct. 2015.

$14 million to Southwestern Pennsylvania, benefiting the many small businesses
that serve trail users.

Mr. Murphy attended numerous trail groundbreakings and ribbon cuttings, championing the trail’s benefits to the region and often declaring,
“I'll do anything for the Montour Trail.” At the October 15, 2005, ribbon cutting for the Muse Bishop Bridge, he proved it — holding up a check
for $1.8 million and drawing an audible gasp from the crowd.

He worked tirelessly for the people in his district, but he also knew how to set business aside and simply be himself. At nonprofit events, he
often showed up with his acoustic guitar and played a set with the band. He was pretty good, too.

Tim often trained on the trail and ran the Bethel 5K several times, but he also appreciated it as a quiet place for a walk. At the opening of the
Georgetown and Morganza bridges on July 28, 2012, he was on a tight schedule, yet once the ceremonial gates were raised, it didn’t take
much convincing to get him to walk down to Georgetown to see the full scope of the project. He’d done the same four years earlier, walking
from Valley Brook to the Chartiers Creek bridge and back. He always made time for us.

The Montour Trail Council extends its deepest condolences to Tim’s family and friends. We are grateful for his contributions and for the
genuine appreciation he showed for the Montour Trail. His commitment to its mission will be long remembered.

Mr. Williams is past-president of the MTC.

Warriors at Bicycle
Heaven in Pittsburgh.

(left)
Warriors hit the trail
for Ohio. (right)

(Photos: Mark
Modispacher)

Montour Volunteers Assist Warriors Expedition

Montour Trail Council volunteers once again stepped up this Spring to support the Warriors Expedition as the group made its way through the
Pittsburgh region. The nonprofit expedition program, designed to help veterans transition from active duty to civilian life, included six former
service members who are cycling 2,700 miles from Washington, D.C., to Washington state.

For the fifth consecutive year, MTC board members Mark Modispacher and Don Thobaben assisted the veterans from the Great Allegheny
Passage through Pittsburgh and onto the Montour and Panhandle trails as they pedaled toward Ohio. Our volunteers provided food,
transportation, camaraderie and lodgings — securing donated hotel rooms to ensure the riders were well cared for during their local stay.
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Montour Railroad Mile Zero

By Bryan Seip, Montour Railroad Historical Society

With the opening of the
Coraopolis Connector
segment of the Montour Trail
through the Riverhounds/
UPMC soccer complex, the
trail seems to now have

two locations designated as
mile zero. Thirty-plus years
ago, when the trail’s starting
point was fixed at the Route
51 bridge over Montour Run,
it was designated as mile
zero.

A Continuation through the
Montour Junction area wasn’t
considered feasible at the
time. About eight-tenths of

a mile farther west, near the
Neville Island bridge, stood
the original 1879 connection between the Montour Railroad and the
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Railroad. That switch marked the starting point
of the Montour Railroad, designated as mile zero. This article focuses
on the railroad’s mile zero.

The first passenger station at Montour
Junction. Note the milk cans and
packages on the platform.

(Photos: Findlay Township Archives, Dr.
Frank Braden Collection)

When the Montour Railroad first began operations in 1879, the
western terminus was a barge-loading facility on the Ohio River at
Coraopolis. The railroad ran from this starting point to Cliff Mine at
Guy’s Mill, seven miles to the south. The mined coal was loaded onto
barges and sent upriver to Pittsburgh.

Also during 1879, the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Railroad was being
constructed along the banks of the Ohio and Monongahela rivers,
eventually running from Youngstown, Ohio, to Connellsville, PA. A
connection point was made with the Montour Railroad at the foot

of the current Montour Street in Coraopolis, which became known
as mile zero for the Montour. The adjacent land, later used for rail
yards and Montour offices, shops and warehouses, became known as
Montour Junction.

The P&LE connection allowed Montour Railroad’s parent company,
the Imperial Coal Co., to ship coal to Pittsburgh-area industries
without transloading to barges, a more efficient and economical
method.

With mail contracts and passenger service being established by

both railroads, a station was built at the junction point. This allowed
passengers and freight to be transferred between the railroads,

with Montour traffic continuing to Pittsburgh via the P&LE. The

two railroads shared the small building, which housed their ticket
agents and an office for the American Express package shippers (a
forerunner of the Railway Express Agency). Tracks ran on both sides
of the station, with the P&LE on the Ohio River side and the Montour

running behind the station.

A larger station

was erected

in 1896 with

better facilities

for handling the
traffic between

the two railroads.

An enclosed

waiting room and
separate baggage
and freight rooms
were included, along
with a covered passenger platform.

The second station building was built in 1896.

This station building served both railroads until the Montour dropped
passenger service in 1927, due to declining revenues from riders and
small freight shipments.

The P&LE’s single track was upgraded to two tracks; as commuter
service increased to 50 trains a day in the 1920s and ‘30s, it
expanded to four tracks through Coraopolis. The P&LE built a new
station on the hillside above the rails, facing Fourth Avenue. This
station had an overhead walkway to reach the passenger platform on
the far side of the multiple tracks, serving until 1985 when the P&LE
was down to one commuter train a day carrying only a few riders and
its passenger service was ended.

Despite the decline in passenger traffic, the connection at mile zero
was always heavily used by coal shipments and freight interchange
between the Montour and P&LE. Coal from the mines on the
Montour being shipped onward by the P&LE came through this
connection. Non-coal freight for businesses along the Montour came
to and from Montour Junction for interchange with the P&LE to
reach markets outside the Pittsburgh area.

Although the Montour had interchange points with several other
railroads along its length, mile zero was the main point for any traffic
going to or from the P&LE and its connections to the larger New York
Central System.

As the coal market
declined, Montour
Railroad traffic steadily
dropped through the
early 1980s, ultimately
leading to the railroad’s
closure. The final train
passed through mile
zero in 1984, and the
Montour Railroad was
officially abandoned in
1986.

Rear view of the P&LE station. Note stairs on
right side leading to an overhead walkway to
the passenger platforms. (Photo: West2k.com)

You can contact the Montour Railroad Historical Society through Facebook by searching for the Montour Railroad Historical Society. There are
currently 425 members from across the country. There you’ll find a wealth of information about the Montour Railroad and you can pose
questions to its members. You can also check out montourrr.com.
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1 want to support the Montour Trail Council
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[ Trail Blazer
[ Leader’s Circle

[ Benefactor..

Become a member now

Montour Trail Council
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Complete this form, scan the QR code, or
go to montourtrail.org/support-us/

[ Patron........... ..$120 (1 Check #
RAME [ Family/Supporting............. $60 A CC Last 4
3 Individual
ADDRESS [ Student/Senior...
o ) Charity *
Contribution enclosed: $ Navigator
ary STATE 7P Make checks payable to Montour Trail Council + FoUR-STAR +

Montour Trail Council
2589 Boyce Plaza Rd., Suite 4
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

E-MAIL Federal Tax ID: 25-1634718

Mail to:
PHONE

E-bike Signs in Peters Town- R
Shlp .‘ 1 . psrcgs TOWNSHIP

PARKS & ARROWHEAD TRAIL
E-BIKE REGULATIONS &8

Permitted E-Bikes:
lo5 with pedals that do not excoed 15 mph

Peters Township has installed 10 new signs outlining Peters Township’s ordinance reflects a growing
its e-bike regulations at trailheads and parking areas
along the Arrowhead Trail. Adopted in October 2024,

the rules apply across all township parks and trails. The

local effort to promote trail safety and manage
rising e-bike use, including a clear prohibition
on riders under age 16 operating e-bikes (which
Peters Township Friends Group of the Montour Trail is state law). Other communities along the
Council, along with MTC trail patrol members, provided Montour Trail, such as South Park Township
input that helped shape the regulations and the and Cecil Township, are considering similar

messaging on the signs, ensuring they are consistent regulations as ridership continues to increase.

with the Montour Trail’s rules on e-bikes.

Welcome New Trail Members and Donors

The Montour Trail Council welcomes these new members and donors and thanks them for their support. We would also like to thank all our
members and donors who have recently renewed their annual contributions. Please note that foundations and other grant-making agencies
often look at a strong membership as one criterion in their consideration of our funding requests. Not all new members have been entered as
of our print deadline and will be listed in the next edition of the Trail-Letter.

Trail Blazer
Bill & Sharon Allen
Stephanie &

Stephen Colodny
Toby Rice

Leader’s Circle

Terry Bimle

Ted & Lisa Frick

Adam Grossman

Richard Novak

Jay & Judy Shock

Philip & Sarah
Wildenhain

Watt Wolf

Benefactor
Holly Bernardi
Richard Bryant
Ed Cleary
Catherine Davin
Francis Feld

Deborah & Robert
Filler
Elisabeth Frantz
David Kunkel
Linda Lawler
Patty McLuckie
Robert Mowery
Dan O’Malley
Timothy Sheedy
Ryan Silvis
John Tambellini
W. Bradford Thomas
Jane & Len
Vaselenak
Mary Anne Yusko
Kristine Zottola

In Memory
Dr. William Hardin
“Bill” Barnes
Clareanne Best
Sam Duerr

Barbara D. Olson
Catherine O’Hara
Susco

Tom Brett
Mary Nosal

Candy Daley
Dennis Daley

Gil McGurl
Greg & Patty Adams

David O’Farrell
Travis Zimmerman

Stan Olenn
Ron Grehl

Daniel Alexander
Karaczun
Marnie Schilken

MarySue Prokop
Thomas Prokop

Marcie Williams
Justin E. Williams

In Honor
Amy Arden
Peter Sabol

Nicholas Miniotis
John Miniotis

New Members
Silas Balbach
Alison Bank

Piotr Bartosiewicz
Harry Brown
Edward Butina
Adam Catherwood
Mark Conaway
Donald Cork

Nick Coughlin

Robert Couture
Carla Devlin
Stefanie Dixon
Daniel Falleroni
Krish Fertal
Elisabeth Frantz
Samantha Gibson
Erik Haspel
Tracy Hawkins
Deborah Hoerster
Riccardo lacchetti
Fred Irion
Erica Kain
Laura Kelly
Patrick & Eileen
Kenny
Tom Korch
Kelsey Labishak
Melody Lockerman
Joe Logan
Laurie & Jim Mann
Kathy McCarthy
Douglas McGlynn
Anthony Molish

K-9 Team Arlo (dog)
Mowery

Dan O’Malley

Jeannean ODonnell

Lawrence Oshea

Stephen Parks

Judy Prado

Robert Richards

Joseph Rodriguez

Peter Sakovich

Patty Sampogna

Joe Sands

George Schexnayder

Lucy Speerhas

Mary Stock

Lauren Stuparitz

Susan Summers

Karen Sykes

Donny Thomas

Kevin Urich

Allan Wargo

Chris Weber

Mary Anne Yusko
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